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This is the time of year when many of you are considering 
private high schools for next year and we receive many 
requests for recommendations.  In order for us to 
complete the recommendations, we have some guidelines 
available for students to follow in order to provide teachers 
and administrators with information that will assist us in 
completing the required paperwork.  The information can 
be found on the District Schools homepage.  If you have 
any questions or are having trouble finding it, please contact 

the school at 484-1172.  Most of the recommendations aren’t 
due until January, so you still have plenty of time, but please 
don’t wait until the last minute to turn them in as they take time 
to complete. 

 

 

 

The month of October was both busy and exciting!   The 
Annual Harvest Time Carnival on the 15th was another 
amazing day.  The weather cooperated, the kids had a great 
time, and the attendance was outstanding.  Thank you to 
Sara Young and Elisa Cavaliere for a wonderful day.  Thank 
you also to all of the parent and student volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to make the event a success. 

Our annual High School Options Night will be 
Wednesday, November16, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Representatives from our area’s 
public and private high schools will present information 
about their programs to interested families.  If you are 
undecided about where your child will attend high school, I 
hope you’ll take the opportunity to attend this informative 
event.  Parents’ Club will be selling tri-tip sandwich dinners 
for $8 so it’s a great opportunity to help support our 
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amazing Parents’ Club before the presentation begins. 

Have you registered on the website this school year?  If 
not, you are missing out on receiving alerts regarding 
newsletters, updates, special events, and emergency 
notifications.    

Have a wonderful month and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 

 

 

 



 

2 

SPORTS UPDATE 
 

 

Soccer season came to a close on October 
27.  The boys team and they play their hearts 
out down to the last game.  The girls team had 
a rough season, but by the end you could tell 

their hearts were in the game and they were meshing 
well together as a team. 
 

Volleyball season has been an exciting one 
with both the Boys and 8th Grade Girls mak-
ing it to the playoffs.  The Boys won their 
playoff game and ultimately lost an exciting 3-

game thriller to Santa Catalina.   
The 8th Grade Girls fell to Carmel in their playoff game, 
but had a great season going  undefeated in the regular 
season.   
The 7th Grade girls went out with a bang and beat Car-
mel in their final match. 
 

Basketball sign ups are underway and try outs 
will be the week of November 7th.  Dates 
will be posted on the Announcements wall by 
the end of this week.  

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Parents Club News 
 

The Harvest Festival was a huge success! Thank 
you to everyone who helped, we could-
n’t have done it without you.  A great 
time was had by all.  Mark your calen-
dar for the Holiday Gift Shop coming to 
Toro Park School December 12-16.   
 
 
 
We would like to invite you to our next Parents Club 
Meeting on November 10 at 6pm in Room 10 at San 
Benancio Middle School.  We will be working on the 

Holiday Gift Shop.  
 

We would love to have you there! 
 

 ****Reminder**** 

The Parents’ Club Speaker Series 

Presents 

 

HIGH SCHOOL OPTIONS: 
WHAT’S AFTER 8TH GRADE? 

SAN BENANCIO MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Multipurpose Room 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2016 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 

Parents’ Club will be selling tri-tip sandwich dinners at 5:30 p.m.  For 
just $8, you will receive a mouth-watering tri-tip sandwich, chips, and 

a bottle of water! 

 

 

Help-A-Thon 2.0 was a success.  Students of each school 
in our district participated in our second Day of Service.  
Students made more than 1000 fall theme placemats for 
Dorothy’s Kitchen and made more than 90 loaves of 
sandwiches for Dorothy’s Kitchen. We wrote over 400 
letters of support for our men and women in uniform 
and also wrote over 250 thank you letters to WUEF do-
nors.  6th graders bagged more than 2,000 lbs of rice and 
beans which were donated to Nancy’s Project in Monte-
rey.  We all enjoyed healthy snacks provided by Dole 
and Taylor Farms. Plus all students participated in the 
American Style Ninja Warrior Competition!   

 

We are having our annual Halloween Costume Contest 
and will announce the winners next issue. 

 

Coming up in November will be our annual canned food 
drive for the Monterey County Food Bank.  Flyers will 
be going home in the next few weeks telling students 
what we cans we are asking for 
you to donate.  Homerooms 
with the most donations will 
receive a pizza party!  
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Art News for November 

We had a great start in October.  The quality of the students’ artwork 
was incredible. The picture of the month docents had great discussions 
with their students.  Thank you docents for all your hard work. 

The Art Docent Board and I would like to thank the Parents Club and all 
the families that supported our Harvest hand painted pumpkin fundraiser. 
We raised over $7,000.   All proceeds go directly to our art supplies for 
this year’s art docent lessons.  Thank you again for your generosity!  

 

November is Drawing Month The Art Docent projects for Novem-
ber feature drawing for all grades.  Drawing comes naturally to a child.  
Once children discover simple forms can symbolize objects, they begin to 
build a vocabulary in which shapes and lines are combined to stand for 
whatever they wish.  Young children prefer to draw pictures using these 
preconceived symbols, rather than what they actually observe.  Starting 
around fourth grade, the student’s observation of the world becomes 
more acute. At this point children want to draw realistically, and this is an 
excellent time to introduce the skill of contour drawing.  Contour draw-
ing involves perceiving the edges of shapes and drawing them from close 
observation with a continuous line.  Students learn how to draw what 
they really see, and to draw only what they observe.   

District Visual Art Standards call for every child to learn contour 
drawing and develop appropriate observational drawing skills by the time 
they reach sixth grade.  The Art Docent Drawing, Painting, and Printmak-
ing projects in grades five through eight give students a chance to practice 
their drawing skills and build upon the contour drawing techniques intro-
duced in fourth grade. 

GRADE 6 Drawing Figures in Motion: Students learn a new drawing skill: 
gestured drawing with circular lines. Students take turns arranging wood-
en mannequins and make several quick drawings to show the body posi-
tion and movement.  Students then apply the technique by drawing ath-
letes and dancers from photographs, capturing a true feeling action. 

GRADE 7 In the 7th grade , students just completed their “Better Post-
ers” art docent 4 day lessons based on the short stories they are writing 
in their grammar classes. 

Grade 8 classes will apply the drawing and observational skills they have 
learned to a drawing project featuring a Western Theme Still Life based 
on the pioneer and Western literature in the eighth grade Language Arts. 

  

Picture of the Month  

In November, Picture of the Month docents will be discussing 19th Centu-
ry Art. During this time, Italian painters were engaged in the major artistic 
movements of the time. Neoclassicism dominated the early 1800s and 
gradually gave way to romanticism, realism and experiments with impres-
sionism. For much of the 19th century, Italy was also embroiled in a polit-
ical movement to regain local control from French and Austrian regimes 
and unite the peninsula into one nation. Italian painters reflected that 
political ideal -- and the nationalism that fueled it -- in their work. 

American art changed dramatically in the early 19th century.  The for-
mations of galleries and major art academies in major cities began to ap-
pear.  European artworks on loan hung side by side with American ones 
compelled the American artists to show their best work – fully exploring 
landscapes, history, still life and narrative.   

News From the Music Room 
  

Welcome Back. I hope everyone had an enjoyable, 
memorable, and safe Halloween!  

The Winter Concert is scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 13th at 6:30 p.m. This concert will showcase 
the hard work and talents of our Concert Band, Jazz 
Ensemble, and Choir. Please mark 
this date on your calendar and 
come enjoy an evening of fine 
music presented by our middle 
school musicians. 

 

November/December begins our monthly sessions 
with the Monterey Jazz Festival Traveling Clinicians. 
These jazz masters come to our rehearsals, sit in with 
our young musicians, and inspire everyone with their 
tremendous knowledge, experience, and vast insights 
to the jazz style. This program is a great opportunity 
for our Jazz Ensemble to play with and learn from pro-
fessional musicians.  

 

Congratulations to follow-
ing SBMS Choir members 
who were accepted to the 
CMEA-CCS Middle School 
Honor Choir: Elizabeth 
Schwaiko, Kayla Harvell, 
Alexandra Molinari, Kyndle 
Choate, Madison Tyson, 
Julian Bourne, and Sydney Marable. There were several 
hundred boys and girls from all over the Central Coast 
that auditioned for honor choir.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

WUEF UPDATE 

WUEF is pleased to announce that the Taco ‘Bout A Party event was a great success!!! …. It was a warm 
beautiful evening at the Andrus Barn in Salinas.  Guest dined on delicious tacos, nachos, and churros. Old 
friends chatted, while also meeting new friends. Guest also enjoyed tequila tastings and a night of dancing. 
A fantastic time was had by all!  You can bet that this event will be a WUEF tradition! 
 
Upcoming Events:  
See’s Candy Fundraiser…. Please join us in our See’s Candy Fundraiser.  The funds we raise from this 
event go directly to support the Art, Music and Technology programs in all three of our district schools. 
This fundraiser is an excellent option for holiday gift-giving.  See’s Candy makes a great hostess gift for 
parties, and is a wonderful way to say “thank you” to those special people who help us throughout the 
year.  We also welcome corporate orders. 

 
Important dates to remember: 
Monday, October 31st – Candy sales begin 
Monday, November 14th – Candy orders are due 
Wednesday, November 30th– Pick up your candy!! 
 

If you have any questions feel free to call or email. 
Allie Szaszy (831)269-9630 alllie.keeley222@gmail.com 

Julie Williams (831)444-2348 pedriniwilliams@gmail.com 

 
Fall Campaign – There is still time to make your contribution! Help us keep Art, Music and Technology 
in our district!  Donations forms available on the district website or go online at wuef.ejoinme.org/donate 
 

33nd Annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser – The date has been set…March 4th  
at the Hyatt Regency.  Attend and Spend!!! 

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions about our fundraisers or if you would like to volunteer!   
lisamilburn1@att.net 
 
Like us on Facebook. Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updated! 
 

The WUEF Board Meeting will be held on November 15th @ 6:00p.m., Toro MPR room.   
Please feel free to attend. 

 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Milburn 
WUEF President 2015-16  
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Thank you to our Counselor, Katy Linforth, and her amazing committee for their work to or-

ganize Unity Day on October 19th.   Lili Chasen, Julia Rodriguez, Gretchen Stoffel, Bella Bor-

man, and Cameryn Hoeft organized  poster-making, made classroom presentations, created a 

Unity Day Banner, and challenged their peers to take a pledge to stand up against bullying.  

Students were invited to wear orange in support of Unity Day and they signed a banner cre-

ated by the girls.  Many students are carrying orange ribbons on their bags and backpacks to 

show their participation and support.  It was a terrific day and their efforts have carried over!  

Let’s keep up the good work!! 

 

 


